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and HELP Magazine. 


It sailed last Saturday with its own special 
cargo of salt, medicines, clothing, and various 
foods destined for Joint Church Aid’s work in 
Biafra. Over 1,300 tons were loaded in Birken- 
head—more than twice the original British 


target. 


See page 5 for report of last Sunday’s No- 
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Arms-to-Nigeria march on Tilbury Docks 


Not only in Northern Ireland but in Notting 
Hill too: KEVIN McGRATH writes on 


THE NEXT PEOPLE’S REVOLT 


“TI don’t know what yez English 
people is made of. Everything they 
want to slap on you, you just stand 
there and take it.” 


So said Maggie O’Shannon, the first 
squatter of London’s current wave, 
speaking to a packed hall on Monday 
night (May 5) and calling on others 
in Notting Hill to squat, to resist, and 
to stand up for themselves. 


The meeting was in the beaten-up 
Methodist Church in Lancaster Road, 
Notting Hill (“Don’t smoke, or you 
might burn the place down” said 
the Minister, David Mason) which 
houses the Lancaster Neighbourhood 
Centre. 

It had been called to explain and dis- 
cuss the implications of the Interim 
Report of the Notting Hill Summer 
Project 1967 Housing Survey, pub- 
lished that same day. 


Severe Overcrowding 


A pample statistic from the Report: 
44.2 children in the area live in 
statutorily over-crowded conditions, 
and 64.9 live at a density described 
by the Milner Holland Report four 
years ago as “ severe over-crowding ”’. 


This should be seen in the light of a 


recent statement in New Society that 
the infant mortality rate in Notting 
Hill is 40% higher than in any other 
London Borough. 


The facts revealed by the Report 
should not surprise anybody. People 
living in the area know already the 
conditions in which they are forced 
to exist: high rents, inadequate 
facilities, over-crowding, and in- 
security of tenure. 


Property Speculators 


They know also that the situation is 
getting worse rather than better, as 
property speculators transform whole 
streets into “luxury developments ” 
and further reduce the amount of 
“cheap” (ie. ruinously expensive, 
but just affordable) accommodation. 


What the Report does achieve is to 
make it harder for Notting Hill’s 
prosperous neighbours in the rest of 
the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
whe sed to ignore the slum to their 
north. 


It also demonstrates the fatuity of 
those who would claim that large 
families are a major cause of over- 
crowding in the area. “It is clearly a 
problem of having a family as such ” 
says the Report. 


AID SHIP DEPARTS 


1300 tons 
on board 


About 50 Birkenhead dockers gave their ser- 
vices free during last week’s May Day strike 
to load (right) Britain’s Biafra Aid Ship, the 
MV Eduard Schupp, sponsored by Peace News 


Over 50% of the families living in 
statutorily over-crowded conditions 
have two or less children—only 
22.4% have more than three children 
under 16. 


(The Report gives as an example of 
what does not count as “statutory 
over-crowding ” a family consisting of 
a husband and wife, with six child- 
ren under 10, and twins under one 
year, living in three rooms!) 


George Clark, Director of the Notting 
Hill Housing Service, which published 
the Interim Report, put it more 
graphically at Monday night’s meet- 
Ing: 
“Thousands of people in Notting 
Hill are forced to live in. sin—it’s 
a sin to get married and have a 
child in»this place.” 


Civil Disobedience 


He went on to warn Kensington and 
Chelsea Borough Council that “ if you 
ignore the message of this Report, 
then from 1 January 1970 you will 
see a campaign of civil disobedience 
the like of which you have never seen 
before.” 


Understandably, this was eeted 
with cries of “ Now! ” and “ y wait 
till then?” from some of the 
audience. 


THIS WEEK/P6 


AGAINST 


THE WHITE 


PAPER 


ONE SHILLING 


Clark’s reply was that to move on to 
such a campaign before it had been 
properly prepared, and before con- 
tact had been achieved with a large 
proportion of those who should be in- 
volved, would be to court disaster. 


Intense Hostility 


On Tuesday, speaking to Peace News, 
he developed his point. “It’s the old 
story of being prepared to go one 
step at a time.” 


One of the must crucial factors in the 
whole situation, he pointed out, was 
that nearly 50% of the families most 
affected were black. There was wide- 
Spread intense hostility between black 
and white: 


“You’ve got to bring people along 
to overcome this. And you can’t do 
it overnight. So it isn’t just a 
question of getting at the Council.” 


The strategy he is aiming for—“ in 
the best tradition of non-violent cam- 
paigning ’—would involve a willing- 
ness to work with Kensington Coun- 
cil, leaving aside the fact that this 
Council’s record of apathy and in- 
activity has been the prime cause of 
the present condition of the area. 


continued on page 4 
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The plight 
of the 
Namibian 
refugees 
in Zambia 


Peter Katjavivi writes: There are 
times when the news of suffering in 
Southern Africa reaches British news- 
papers and radio, but not often 
enough, and anyway it’s easily for- 
gotten. Daily, everlasting torment is 
not hot news. Nonetheless, it is 
there, endemic in the whole of 
Southern Africa. 


Recently, for example, Zambia and 
Botswana have received a_ great 
number of refugees from Namibia 
(South West Africa). They had to flee 
because of the South African Govern- 
ment’s retaliations against Namibian 
civilians, especially in the northern 
part of the country. 


The crime committed by these 
civilians was that they helped their 
own freedom fighters and were not 
prepared to inform on them. 


One might argue that if freedom 
fighters infiltrate into the country 
and ask for help from their civilian 
countrymen, the atrocities per- 
formed against the latter are the 
responsibility of the freedom fighters 
themselves, and therefore only an- 
other example of violence breeding 
violence. 


South Africa Poisons 


Water Resources 


Superficially, this may sound con- 
vincing. Scratch the surface, however, 
and a quite different picture emerges. 
The Namibian war of liberation is a 
result of indolence and lack of 
awareness in the world community. 


Namibia has a unique international 
position. It was a mandate under the 
League of Nations, and, after the 
Second World War, under the 
United Nations. South Africa admin- 
istered the territory on behalf of 
Britain, and introduced Apartheid at 
a very early stage. 


The result has been a steady deterior- 
ation of social conditions for the in- 


continued opposite 


RURAL 


OAD RESEARCH LAB 


Larry Law writes: Rural Berkshire 
houses Aldermaston Atomic Weapons 
Research Establishment, Burghfield 
Royal Ordinance Factory, RSG 6 
(Warren Row), USAF bases at Green- 
ham Common and Welford, Elliott 
Automation Space and Weapons 
Factory, and Dow Corning’s suspicious 
office in Windsor. 


Just across the county border is the 
Fighting Vehicle Research and De- 
velopment Establishment and good 
old Porton Down. It is not surprising, 
then, that peace activists here view 
with suspicion any large Government 
establishment, especially one that is 
secluded. 


Control Tower With 


Radio Antenna 


One such establishment is the Road 
Research Laboratory in Crowthorne, 
near Bracknell! New Town. One local 
speculation is that it is a replacement 
for the now exposed, and thus useless, 
Warren Row. 


The most interesting sight, once past 
the security checkpoint, is the strange 
structure on the roof of the new multi- 
storey office block. This is not visible 
from the road. Closer inspection re- 
veals that it is a full-blown, green- 
glazed control tower, complete with 
radio antenna. 


A local lady complained that, at times 
of intense activity, helicopters come 
and go day and night, landing on the 
large central test area which, with the 
off-shooting trackways, could take a 
fair-sized aircraft. 


The test track, used for experiments, 
goes off deep into an enclosed pine 
forest. This has no visible buildings, 
but workers have seen a large dom- 
estic fuel tanker go deep into the 
woods, only to return the way it came, 
and leave the establishment entirely. 


The test track is used for spectacular 
crashes. These involve radio-con- 
trolled cars, controlled from Land 
Rovers with large telescopic aerials. 
Military observers will recognise these 
as similar to those used by the British 
Army for remote control missile- 
launching. 


The buildings themselves, almost all 
new, are offices and laboratory/ 
workshops, and there can be no doubt 
it is a road research laboratory. The 
question is, what else is it? 


The air-conditioning plant would 
handle two to three times the volume 
it does in fact handle in ventilating 
the visible, above-ground buildings. 
This I was told by employees of 
Triduct Ltd, the Slough-based air- 
conditioning sub-contractors. Triduct 
have recently been involved in con- 
tracts at Aldermaston AWRE and at 
USAF Upper Heyford. 


The fresh-water piping is enclosed in 
4it wide by 3ft deep solid concrete 
troughs. I have been told by one 
builder that this is standard pro- 
cedure on Government projects. 
Another says it is not—perhaps an 
architect reader can throw some light 
on this. 


The main building contains a radio- 
active store, but its size and contents 
are unknown, and it is possible that it 
is used only for the inspection of test 
cores. 


On the Friday before last year’s 
October 27 Vietnam demonstration, 
when even stout hearts faltered, the 
Director of Road Research sent a 
memo to building contractors asking 
for the names of all employees who 
proposed to work over the weekend. 


Local Journalist Is 
‘Discouraged’ 


Workers attempting to enter, whose 
names were not on the security de- 
partment’s list, would be turned away. 
Previously, contractors had worked 
over weekends without any question 
from the security department. 


When a local journalist attempted to 
do a legitimate article on the work of 
the Road Research Laboratory, he was 
“ discouraged ’—maybe because it is 
thought best that the existence of the 
laboratory should not be acknow- 
ledged. On seventh series Ordnance 
Survey maps the site is shown as 
“ woodland ”. 


There is a precedent, if suspicions are 
justified. The US Road Research 
Laboratory, consisting of two build- 
ings and a wind tunnel, is sited 
in the grounds of the CIA’s multi- 
million dollar headquarters in Lang- 
ley, Virginia. 

This means that all approach roads to 
the US intelligence nerve-centre can 
be signposted “Bureau of Public 
Roads—Road Research Laboratory ”. 
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‘ During the War their house was bombed. In the rush to 
the shelter, someone pulled her out of the pram not 
noticing that her harness was fastened, and her spine was 
broken, crippling her and deforming her for life. When he 


Oh God, Father of Gods ; 
I do not wish to believe in You 


Oh God of the burning child 
I do not wish to believe in You 


Oh God of the abandoned child 
I do not wish to believe in You 


Len Grant: ELI, ELI 


met her, he was a door-to-door salesman. He got her into 
trouble but they married. They are quite happy, I think, but 
with her disability she has great difficulty in looking after 
the children, whom she loves very much.’ 


Oh God of the child abandoned to neglectful parents 


I do not wish to believe in You 


Oh God of over-population, exploitation, slavery, mutilation 
toleration of starvation and starvation of tolerance 


I do not wish to believe in You 


Neither do I wish to live forever 


Oh God, Father of Gods 
But only to live and let live 


Peace News 9 May 1969 3 


Work-break in 
Sardinia 


SHIRRL YANOWITZ 
discusses the 


work of 
CARTIER-BRESSON 


human 
photos | 


The Henri Cartier-Bresson exhibition, recently 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London 
and now on tour through major cities of 
England, shows Cartier-Bresson as an artist of 
love and warmth. 


He deals in human patterns, whether they be 
swirling shapes created by the arms and legs 
of beach-dwellers, or the public school boy 
back-dropped by a scruffy slum-wall. All his 
photos evoke emotions that one rarely finds 
at similar exhibitions today. 


Thirty years ago, Cartier-Bresson assisted 
Jean Renoir on such films as A Day in the 
Country and The Rules of the Game. And 30 
years ago, of course,’ old-fashioned Com- 
munists and ‘“ Progressives” could become 
misty-eyed over Paul Robeson singing 
American Negro spirituals. One could believe 
in simple common bonds between all of man- 
kind. 


By the time the people of my generation were 


born, however, the wars, whether Hot or Cold, 
had changed that once-bright dream. Now it 
is the tough ultra-revolutionary who’s fashion- 
able. 


But Cartier-Bresson goes on being a tender, 
concerned, human photographer. His Depres- 
sion Era photos have the same internal logic 
as his current shots of the Mexico and France 
of today. 


Amazingly Beautiful 


This is not to say that Cartier-Bresson merely 
evokes old idealisms. His compositions are 
amazingly begutiful, often making up 
“ wholes ” that transcend the formal “ parts ”’ 
of the pictorial content. Some of his unpub- 
lished photos are extraordinary. 


A Mestizo woman, for example, namely a 
Mexican peasant of mostly American-Indian 


origin who probably doesn’t even understand 
Mexican-Spanish, is seen kneeling over her 
fruits spread out for sale in the market. 
Directly behind her is an automobile. Slowly 
one realises that within the car are two lovers. 


The relationship between these two human 
groups is really very much the same as that 
between the modern industrial West and the 
“Third World”. Beyond the photo’s story 
there is its artistic quality. Even if it were 
rocks and trees, the shapes and textures would 
be exciting. 


It’s life itself, in all of its textures, that is 
Cartier-Bresson’s subject. He’s never artificial, 
chic, or corny. Every photo in this exhibition 
is, on its own, worth making a trip to see. 


So far it’s booked, later in the year, for 
Sheffield, York, Leeds, Eastbourne, and 
Oxford, with the possibility of other cities 
being added to the itinerary. If it comes your 
way, don’t miss it. 


PLIGHT OF THE REFUGEES IN ZAMBIA 


x from page 2 


digenous population. All along, the 
world community has seemed unable, 
or unwilling, to take any direct 
action against the defiant South 
Africa. 


In the mid-50s, non-violent nationalist 
movements were established, and 
non-violent resistance continued until 
the latter half of 1966, when 
SWAPO (South West Africa People’s 
Organisation) changed from  non- 
violence to guerrilla warfare, on the 
grounds that the only choice was be- 
tween continued suffering under 
white over-rule or the suffering 
which is bound to accompany guer- 
rilla warfare. 


When SWAPO intensified the guer- 
rilla war in the middle of last year, 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
to help pack Peace News 
on Wednesday nights 
and Thursday mornings 
5 CALEDONIAN RD N1 


the South African Government 
retaliated by poisoning - water re- 
sources and burning out large 
stretches of forest in order to spot 
the guerrillas better. Last October, 
63 people were reported executed and 
350 arrested. 


No wonder people fled to Zambia and 
Botswana in their thousands. At the 
height of the crisis, 2,000 crossed 
the border within a three-day period. 


Emergency Measure 


At present there are about 4,000 
Namibian refugees in Zambia. (In 
Botswana the number is consider- 
ably lower, but information about 
their situation is hard to come by.) 


Despite considerable Government 
help, the living conditions for 
refugees in Zambia are hard and 
depressing. There are two camps for 
Namibian refugees in Zambia—one in 
Senanga, in Barotse Province, and 
one in Mayukwayukwa, in the Central 
Province, 54 miles from Mankoya 
Town. 


The Senanga camp serves as a transit 
centre. From there the refugees are 


transferred to Mayukwayukwa, where 
they are “re-settled” permanently. 
The Senanaga camp was set up as an 
emergency measure to cope with the 
large influx of refugees. 


In Mayukwayukwa the refugees are 
given plots of land to grow crops, and 
are expected to support themselves 
after a while. But the situation at 
present is that their crops have not 
yet had time to grow and ripen. The 
result is catastrophic. 


When a team of SWAPO leaders 
visited the camp in January this year, 
53 children had already died of mal- 
nutrition, and the number is likely to 
increase for some time yet. There is 
a great shortage of clothing, bedding, 
food, and medicines. 


The refugees try to scratch a living 
out of these conditions, but the life 
they are able to make is only one of 
continued suffering. Some of them go 
back to the area round Senanga camp 
and try to settle there, with the hope 
that this will diminish their suffer- 
ing. But no further flight will bring 
an end to their poverty. 


The only thing that can change their 
conditions is concrete help. Zambia is 
doing her best, but more help is 
needed. 


As I’ve remarked, violence and suffer- 
ing is endemic in the Southern part 
of Africa. The white over-rule is 
thoroughly ruthless, thoroughly 
violent, and suffering becomes un- 
avoidable for the African population. 


People’s Birth-Right 


The responsibility for the present 
refugee problem in Zambia lies, 
therefore, not with those who fight 
for their freedom, but with those who 
murder in order to prevent people 
from obtaining their birth-right. 


This ariicle is based on an internal 
SWAPO report about the conditions 
in the refugee camps in Zambia. 
SWAPO is at: 10 Dryden Chambers, 
119 Oxford Street, London W1.—Eds. 


PACIFIST UNIVERSALIST SERVICE 


3.30 Sunday 11 May 
Essex Church Hall 
Palace Gardens Terrace 
Notting Hill Gate 


Bramachari Binode: 
Hinduism in the Modern World 
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Anguilla: Stewart's 


Kevin McGrath writes: The pattern of 
half-truth, evasion, smear, and down- 
right deception that has been the 
hall-emark of British Government 
policy over Anguilla shows no sign of 
abating. 

In a House of Commons statement last 
week, Michael Stewart, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Secretary, glibly re- 
ferred to ‘undoubted cases of arson 
and murder” on the island in the 
period between secession and _in- 
vasion. 

On Monday this week, with the help 
of William Whitlock, who is still 
Under Secretary for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, Michael 
Stewart was trying to back-track in 
te face of questioning by sceptical 

Ss. 


It now turns out that during the 
period mentioned above there had 
een one killing, with the man con- 
cerned now accused of manslaughter. 
(This was the same prisoner who 
helped police hoist the Union Jack.) 


Now Stewart claims that he had not 
meant to imply that there had been 
more than one murder, and that his 
use of the plural had been intended 
to refer to the cases of arson. “If I 
gave that impression, I apologise ”. 


But he does not appear to see any- 
thing odd in his use of the term “ un- 
doubted murder” to refer to a case 
where no trial has taken place, and 
the accused is charged with man- 
slaughter. 


In response to renewed demands for 
a White Paper on the whole Anguilla 
affair, the furthest Mr Stewart would 
go was to say that he was prepared 
to consider if such a White Paper was 
necessary. 


Personality Split 


The situation in Anguilla itself seems 
to be settling down into something 
closer to conventional politics. The 
wave of demonstrations which 
greeted the British invasion, and con- 
tinued so long as Tony Lee remained 
as Whitehall’s appointed ruler, has 
ended. 


The continued presence of British 
troops and police for the time being 
has been accepted as inevitable, if 
undesirable, by the island com- 
munity’s leaders. 

In a broadcast on the island radio 
after his return last week from fur- 


ther talks with Lord Caradon (fairly 
fruitless talks, it appears) Ronald 


Webster called for islanders to co- 
operate with the occupiers. 


A split between Webster’s supporters 
and “ moderates”, which showed it- 
self at the time of January’s UDI, has 
now taken institutional form. Atlin 
Harrigan, editor of the island news- 
paper, The Beacon, has launched a 
new political party, the Anguilla 
Construction Democratic Party. 


There is no disunity over the total 
refusal to accept any return to St 
Kitts. Harrigan’s position is, however, 
that total independence is just not on, 
and that some alternative form of 
association with Britain must be 
negotiated. 


Back in January, when the island 
Council split 3-3 over UDI, with 
Ronald Webster giving his Chair- 
man’s vote for the declaration, Har- 
rigan was the leading member of the 
minority. 

But there doesn’t appear to be all 
that much practical difference be- 
tween Harrigan’s policy and what 
Webster is now calling for. It seems 
fair to suspect that the issue is as 
much one of personality as of policy. 


McGRATH on Notting Hill... 
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It would involve, 


too, a_ willingness 
to work with the GLC (Greater Lon- 
don Council). It ney be important, in 
fact, that Dr David Eversley, who was 
in charge of the analysis of the 
survey, is shortly to start work as 
Strategic Planner for the GLC. 


For one of the Report’s main recom- 
mendations is that “‘ Greater London 
and Government intervention is 
called for”. This is coupled with the 
proviso that “the people living in 
the area must be involved in the 
proposals and implementation of 
change ”. 

Within the area, under George Clark’s 
Strategy, the immediate priority 
would be to get under way, by means 
of house meetings in various streets, 
and so forth, with preparations for 
a massive drive in June and July this 
year for registrations of tenancies. 


“ Registration would give families in 
desperate need an outlet, and at the 
same time mobilise the community 
for further struggle if it needs it”. 
And Clark added: ; 


“Tf nothing has been done by the 
Council by January 1, we will take 
stock and get ready for action. I 
don’t mean that we should begin 


waging a massive civil disobedience 
campaign on that very day.” 


Whether it will be possible to hold 
things to a one-stage-at-a-time pro- 
gramme, and to keep down the tem- 
perature, is, of course, another 
question. 


Within hours of the appearance of the 
Interim Report, a group of critics 
came up with a six-page “First 
Response’. This group, of residents 
and community workers, included a 
number of people who had been in- 
volved in the 1967 Summer Project in 
Notting Hill, which—among other 
things—gathered the data which the 
Report analysed. 


Spirit of Derry 


Their “ First Response ” criticised the 
Interim Report for going easy on 
Kensington Council, and for putting 
too much emphasis on rent legisla- 
tion and enforced rent registration: 


“Without any mention being made 
of intervention necessary to control 
the market forces which will force 
the levels of rents, registered or 
not, way beyond the pockets of a 
manual worker, [this] seems to be 
focussing attention on only half the 
problem.” 


The actual solutions put forward in 
the ‘‘ Response ”—such as an end to 
luxury conversions, and wider use of 
compulsory purchase powers by the 
Council on behalf of Housing Associa- 
tions, aimed at neglected property— 
should not, for the most part, be 
particularly controversial and are far 
from revolutionary. 


But the impatient belief that militant 
action in the near future is essential 
and inevitable is clearly to be seen 
in the document, and in the recep- 
tion given to signatory Chris Holmes’s 
fiery speech on Monday night: 


“ This is the authority’s last chance. 
They have had 80 years to look at 
the problem. If they do not take 
the chance, the power of the people 
of Notting Hill will take its own 
answer.” 


The spirit of Derry’s Bogside was in- 
voked, to wild applause, by one 
speaker—who, at the same _ time, 
pointed to what they had achieved 
there as an example of the power of 
civil disobedience to shake those in 
power. 


He also drew the frightening parallel 

between the way religion has split the 

people of Derry and how colour could 

ad split the people of Notting 
il. 


Women to 
rally soon 
to start 
equal rights 
campaign 


Serena Wadham writes: On Sunday 
week, May 18, from 1 pm to 3 pm, 
members of the National Joint Action 
Campaign Committee for Women’s 
Rights (NJACCWR) will rally in 
Trafalgar Square because they find 
that “while all the Establishment 
pays lip-service to equal rights, 
there seems to be a conspiracy to 
do nothing about it”. 


The NJACCWR arose directly from 
the successful campaign last year by 
women at Fords. 


So many individuals, women’s organ- 
isations, and trade union branches, 
covering the entire political spectrum 
from Conservative to Communist, 
wrote offering the women encourage- 
ment and cash that Fred Blake and 
Doreen Lane of the National Union 
of Vehicle Builders—to which the 
striking women belonged—decided to 
start a national organisation to har- 


ness their anger against sex discrim- 
ination. 

The NJACCWR’s first objective is 
economic equality—hence the slogan 
“Equal Pay Now!” But its 1969 
working charter also demands equal 
pay for work of equal value, and re- 
moval of sex discrimination against 
women in employment, education, 
and social and public life. 


The charter also wants MPs to en- 
force equal legal rights for women 
through Parliamentary legislation, 
and wants the TUC to lead a cam- 
paign for equal pay and opportunities 
in industry, in accord with the TUC’s 
decision at its 1968 Annual Con- 
ference. 


The charter’s final demand is that 
the Government immediately ratify 
the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) Charter, which it has con- 
sistently refused to do for more than 
10 years. 


WRI plans 


major 
conference 


Twenty-five leading supporters of the 
War Resisters’ League in America are 
circulating an open letter inviting 
supporters of anti-war movements 
throughout the world to attend the 
13th Triennial Conference of the War 
Resisters’ International in Pennsyl- 
vania this summer. 


The conference, titled “ Liberation 
and _Revolution—Gandhi’s __Chal- 
lenge”, is seen by signatories such as 
Paul Goodman, Joan Baez, Ira Sand- 
perl, and Dave McReynolds as par- 
ticularly important for the American 
peace movement at this time. 


It is hoped that many who are not 
convinced of the role of non-violence 
in revolutionary struggle will attend 
the conference at Haverford, Pennsyl- 
vania, from, August 25-28. 


Political Revolution 


Devi Prasad, London-based secretary 
of the WRI, sees the conference as 
“an opportunity for people who want 
to see revolutionary movements go 
in a non-violent direction to give 
some serious thought to the relevance 
of their dreams”. He expects about 
250 people to attend, with more than 
50 coming from outside the USA. 


“Revolutions are taking place and 
are bound to take place everywhere ”, 
he says. “ This is an opportunity for 
people to examine Gandhi’s prin- 
ciples and, if they want to, see how 
they can be applied.” 


In particular, he stresses that the con- 
ference will not look at revolution 
“in the narrow sense”, but will see 
it as “a basic change” in which 
social and economic change would 
not follow the political revolution, but 
woud take place simultaneously with 
it. 


Industrial Society 


It is for this reason that the social 
and economic goals of revolution will 
be much stressed at the conference. 
And a consideration of the social and 
economic goals of advanced in- 
dustrial society is on the agenda. 


Another theme will be the possibilities 
for what Devi Prasad calls “ creative 
nationalism” (‘‘We must recognise 
that nationalism is a reality: how 
do we transform it into a creative 
force? ”) and how to create at the 
same time the consciousness of a 
world community. 


Plenary sessions will be held on the 
mornings of each of the four days, 
while commissions will be working on 
specific topics like the Middle East, 
NATO, Japan, and Student and 
Youth Movements in the afternoons. 


Following the conference, from 
August 29 to 31, the Business Con- 
ference of WRI will be held. For 
further details write to: WRI, 3 Cale- 
donian Road, London N1. 


REGULAR DIARY 
DETAILS PLEASE 


Diary has been moved to the back 
cover this week to make room for 
Classified which was too big for its 
normal back-page position. People 
who have regular weekly entries in 
Diary should confirm with Barbara 
Higgins of Peace News by next week 
that they’re still “ doing their thing ”. 
Or she will assume that anyone not 
replying has stopped meeting and 
automatically cut them out.—Eds. 


N Ireland: Cooperation ? 


Kevin McGrath writes: It’s on the 
cards that Protestant and Catholic 
council tenants in Armagh, Northern 
Ireland, are going to work together 
to fight an attempt to raise their rent. 


If this can be brought about, it could 
be a real break-through. Definite 
promises of support for anti-rent rise 
protest have come from Protestants 
as well as from Catholics in response 
to Armagh man Eamonn McCann 
(he’s not the same man as the better- 
known Eamonn McCann of Derry) 
who has been going round rousing 
tenants. 

On Monday night, May 5, Armagh 
Urban District Council had to sus- 
pend, and adjourn to private, a meet- 
ing at which it was revealed that the 
rises of up to 3s per week had not 
been approved by the Ministry of 
Local Government. This was because 
of heckling from about 70 tenants, 
and by members of People’s 
Democracy (PD). 


Paisley Released 


Unfortunately, the tenants came from 
Catholic areas. Protestants, from the 
Orange Field and Ballynahone estates, 
appear to have fought shy of joining 
in with PD, though they would prob- 
ably have come if it had been purely 
a tenants’ action. 


On Tuesday, May 6, residents of the 
run-down Armagh slum of Mill Row 
held a sit-in at the offices of the 
Armagh Rural District Council (into 
whose territory Mill Row, a Catholic 
area, was gerrymandered). 


More sit-ins during office-hours, prob- 
ably on a once-a-week basis, will be 
held, it is planned, until they are 
re-housed satisfactorily. 


But just how hopes of co-operation in 
Armagh and elsewhere will fare, fol- 
lowing Tuesday’s release from jail 
of Paisley and Bunting, is anyone’s 
guess. 


Inevitably, this release will be seen 
as a triumph by Paisley’s followers, 
and as an insult by many civil 
righters. The camouflage of making 
this part of a general amnesty will 
deceive no-one. 


Heightened Morale 


It seems reasonable, in fact, to see 
the recent decision to levy charges on 
Bernadette Devlin, and to revive the 
charges against about 40 demonstra- 
tors from October 5 in Derry, which 
had been shelved, as nothing more 
than an exercise in window-dressing 
to enable Paisley and Bunting to be 
sprung. 

From the point of view of Civil Rights, 
there is little to choose between 
Paisley in jail, acting as a symbol of 
martyrdom and inspiring heightened 
morale among his followers, and 
Paisley released and hence victorious. 


In the long run, the latter is probably 
preferable: the triumph will fade 
with time, whereas the martyrdom 
would grow. 


But Paisley is, of course, not going 
to retire gracefully. And with the do- 
nothing caretaker Administration of 
Major James Dawson Chichester- 
Clark, it seems inevitable that Paisley 
and his circle are increasingly goin 

to see themselves as the rea 
divinely-ordained leaders of Protes- 
tant Ulster. After all, the Lord smote 
O’Neill and brought His servants out 
of bondage. 


The Civil Rights Association, follow- 
ing ructions earlier this year, has now 
settled down into a decentralised pat- 
tern of decision-making. Delegates of 
the 20 or so local associations meet 
at fortnightly or even weekly con- 
ventions in various towns in Northern 
Ireland. 


This inevitably makes the decision- 
making cumbersome, but also means 
that when decisions are made they 
actually represent something. 


Last Sunday, May 4, at Derry, one of 
these conventions decided to make 
preparations for “rebel” elections 
on a basis of Westminster franchise, 
in areas with (as a result of the 
limited franchise and gerrymander- 
ing) councils elected by a minority. 


Franchise Reform 


This measure of agreement, however, 
covers a difference. There were those 
who favoured such elections on a 
simple demand for franchise reform 
(e.g. John Hume MP, and Vincent 
McDowell, vice-chairman of the 
CRA). 


But there were also those who think 
that this would be pointless, and even 
counter-productive, unless the 
“rebel” councils, which would 
attempt to take over council offices, 
levy rents and rates, etc, were elected 
on a wider programme of social re- 
form (e.g. Michael Farrell, Eamonn 
McCann, and Ivan Cooper MP). © 


The issue is. still being thrashed out, 
together with that of how to conduct 
a civil disobedience campaign that 
will not further alienate Protestants. 
The Armagh developments appear to 
give some important leads. 


CBW group starts in London 


A Chemical and Biological Warfare 
Action Group (CBWAG) has been 
set up in London. It will combine 
research into CBW preparations with 
demonstrations and education. 

Four sub-groups are concentrating on 
different aspects of CBWAG’s work. 
RESEARCH: Will try to keep abreast 
of current developments. (Convenor: 
David Lane, 77 High Street, Penge, 
London SE20.) 

LONDON LOCALITIES: Will organise 
activity in London to bring home to 
Londoners what is happening at Por- 
ton, Nancekuke, Schermuly, etc. 


It is hoped to make use of various 


media, including films and guerrilla 
theatre, with the help perhaps of the 
PPU Film Van and Agit-Prop. (Con- 
venors: Neil Collins, Flat 3, 5 Colville 
Houses, London WII. Jeff Goldner, 
25 Clarendon Gardens, Cranbrook, 
Ilford, Essex.) 


PORTON ACTION: Will organise 
regular activities near the Govern- 
ment’s CBW Research Centre at 
Porton Down. (Convenors: Douglas 
Kepper, 21 Vernon Road, Leyton- 
stone, London E11. David Walsh, 150 
Rydal Drive, Bexley Heath, Kent. 
Richard Harvey, 6 Folkestone Road, 
Salisbury, Wilts.) 


Police in anti-lT drive 


It looks as if, under pressure from 
above, police are once again having 
an anti-IT drive. 


Last week’s raid, during which police 
removed from the London offices of 
International Times, files and letters 
adressed to Box Numbers, has been 
followed by an ultimatum from the 
paper’s printers. 


“Tn addition to demanding impossible 
and unfair financial conditions in 
future”, IT told Peace News this 
week, “he insists that ‘all art-work, 
etc, be in our hands by 8 am Monday 
revious to printing, to allow time 
or us to check the contents for con- 
travention of the law.’ 


“Up till now, financial and editorial 


relations with this printer have been 
excellent and unparanoid, It is quite 
clear from his letter that his arm is 
being twisted.” 


A few days previous to the London 
raid, local police in Peterborough had 
in fact moved in on the printer, 
Sharman & Co (who also print OZ 
and Rolling Stone). As a result, the 
firm delayed printing IT until it had 
been “assured” that there was no 
objectionable content in it. 


IT believes that the police intend to 
complete the task they attempted 
unsuccessfully two years ago, and put 
the paper out of business. “If the 
police are allowed to get away with 
their latest escapade, they will not 
stop here” predicts IT, 


ANTI-VIVISECTION: Will try to pub- 
licise, and possibly initiate action at, 
Allington Farm, Porton. (Convenor: 
Linda Turvey. 316 Alexandra Park 
Road, Wood Green, London N22.) 


It is also hoped to produce posters, 
leaflets, and an up-dated version of 
the pamphlet “Conspiracy of 
Silence ”. Money is needed. (For May 
15 meeting, see Diary.) 
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The new Inner Cabinet represents 
all the major forces in our move- 
ment: so let us close ranks for the 
campaign ahead.—Denis Healey, 
Secretary of Defence. 


Dockers 
ignore 
ban-arms 
‘march 


Roger Moody writes: At Tilbury 
Docks, last Sunday, May 4, not one 
dock-worker turned up to swell the 
numbers of the “No Arms to 
Nigeria” march organised by the 
May 4 Biafra Action Committee. 


Yet the march was far from a total 
failure. Seventy people, from as far 
afield as Norwich, Bristol, and 
Sheffield, walked three miles from 
Grays in Essex to Tilbury. 


At the dock-side, the numbers in- 
creased to about 100 as marchers 
were addressed by key representa- 
tives of Biafra’s equivalent of 
Britain’s Trade Union Congress. They 
had flown into London last week. 


Relative to other mass-meetings in 
London last weekend, Tilbury’s 100 
was a pittance. Yet, as Peter 
Cadogan pointed out, six months ago 
nobody at all would have turned up. 
This was the largest English contin- 
gent ever seen on a Biafra protest. 


BIAFRA: Pub 
Britain-Biafra 


BIAFRA: The Case for Independence 


lications by 
Association 


By Geoffrey Birch and Dominic St George 2s 6d (4d) 
BIAFRA: Challenge to the Conscience of Britain 

By Professor H. G. Hanbury QC 2s (4d) 
ASPECTS OF THE BIAFRAN AFFAIR 

A study of British Attitudes and Policy towards the 

Nigerian-Biafran Conflict—By George Knapp 2s 6d (4d) 
INTRODUCING BIAFRA 

Biafran Government publication reproduced by the 

Britain-Biafra Association Is 6d (4d) 
STATEMENTS by Tanzania, Gabon, Ivory Coast and 

Zambia on their Recognition of Biafra—each Is (4d) 
BIAFRA NEWS (weekly) 

(Postal Subscription: £1 for 24 issues) 6d (4d) 


PLEASE ADD POSTAGE AS IN BRACKETS 


Britain/Biafra Association: 283 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1 
or from Housmans Bookshop: 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, N1 
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Socialism v. the White Paper 


Allen 
Skinner’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


The proposals that Barbara Castle 
will submit to Parliament relating to 
the operations of trade unions have 
transformed the hitherto lukewarm 
regard that Woodrow Wyatt had for 
that lady into the enthusiastic devo- 
tion of a fan. 


Michael Foot, on the other hand, says 
that Barbara Castle is declaring war 
on the trade unions, and that the 
course the Government is embarking 
on, if the dissidents in the Parliamen- 
tary Party do not prevent it, will not 
only break the Government but will 
tear the Labour Movement to shreds. 


Anthony Wedgwood Benn, however, 


DISTRIBUTE THIS 
LEAFLET NOW 


BOMBS ON 
BIAFRA... 


Father Maher’s first-hand report 
on Federal terror-raids 


reprinted from Peace News April 11 
QUANTITIES FREE ON REQUEST 


Production Cost: 6s per 100 
Pay us if you can 


PEACE NEWS PROMOTIONS 
5 Caledonian Road London N1 


takes the view that it will not be the 
Government, but the trade union and 
“Left” dissidents that will be tearing 
the Movement to shreds, and that if 
they are successful in sO doing there 
is not likely to be another Labour 


| Government in the lifetime of the 


present generation. 


Whichever of these views is justified, 
it is evident that in any significant 
social sense the Labour Party is fin- 
ished. It has traditionally drawn its 
support from two sources of opinion, 
frequently incompatible: (a) its pol- 
itical drive from those who desired to 
transform a capitalist society into a 
Socialist society and (b) its financial 
resources from those who saw it as 
the instrument of the wage-earners 
organised in their trade unions in 
furtherance of their wages struggles. 


These two disparate motivations could 
only have been reconciled by a care- 
ful and continuous exposition of what 
Socialism signifies, and of the means 
by which it was proposed to achieve 
it. No Mpsding member of the Party 
ever thinks today of devoting a speech 
to such an exposition. 


Barbara Castle, for example, has re- 
marked, in defending her proposals, 
that they are entirely consistent with 
the Socialist philosophy she has 
always held. She makes no attempt, 
however, to explain what she means 
by Socialism and how her proposals 
fit in with Socialist aims, which is 
surely a matter of some importance. 


An Easy Passage 
Ahead ? 


There is a full generation of voters 
who have never heard Socialism ex- 
plained and advocated. It is just a 
word: vaguely promising when used 
from a Labour platform, pejorative 
when used by a Tory. Whether the 
contemplated legislation drawn from 
the White Paper is put through or not, 
neither Socialist nor trade unionist 
have any reason to bother about the 
Labour Party’s continued existence. 


Actually, it is probable that the 


legislation will go through without 
too much difficulty. Even if Michael 
Foot, and those who are fulminating 
with’ him, go into the lobby against 
the Government, the proposed legisla- 
tion ‘will easily be carried through 
with Tory support, and it is to be 
doubted whether there will be more 
than an odd Labour vote here and 
there against it. 

Whatever immediate irritants Foot 
and his colleagues may be to Wilson’s 
Government, they are a necessary 
part of the Labour set-up—in the 
same way as the Pacifist MPs have 
always been traditionally in regard 
to armaments policy. 


Foot: The Licensed 
Rebel 


These latter have always been a 
necessary instrument for the marshal- 
ling of Pacifist opinion behind Labour, 
despite the militaristic policies in 
which it engaged. They have been 
permitted to declaim against Govern- 
ment action so long as they refrained 
from voting against it. 


Michael Foot fulfills a similar function 
today in relation to social policy. His 
sarcastic commentaries on _ the 
subordination of the Wilson Govern- 
ment. to capitalist conceptions can be 
tolerated, even welcomed, so long as 
he comes to heel at the vital point 
just as the Pacifists have always done. 


I have remarked that Barbara Castle 
gives no indication of the manner in 
‘which she thinks her proposals fit in 
with the Socialist aims with which she 
claims they harmonise, and an exam- 
ination of her White Paper throws no 
light on the matter. 


The White Paper sets out to provide a 
new policy for industrial relations 
“in place of strife”. Such things as 
Socialist aims, or even the word 
Socialism, are not even mentioned. It 
takes for granted the permanent 
maintenance of two sides in industry 
—the controlling side, providing the 
capital, and the controlled, who pro- 
vide the labour, 


ls ‘oractical service’ inadequate? 


IVS (International Voluntary 
Service) has always steered clear of 
any political involvement. 


Now, however, it’s faced with the 
possibility of splits, on this issue, 
with other branches of its parent 
body, Service Civil International 
(SCI). 

Here, Paul Henderson, of IVS, 
writes on the growing breach in 
SCI between militants and mod- 
erates.—R.M. 


At a seminar in Holland two weeks 
ago, IVS was in a minority of one— 
opposing the motion that SCI should 
“provoke changes in the social 
system ”’. 


War Resisters 


The move to force through a change 
in SCI’s constitution appears to have 
come from the German and Italian 
branches. They have both recently 
elected completely new committees, 
several of whose members are active 
with the “ New Left”. 


Said Nick Jankowski, a young 


American a ao ea working with the 
Dutch bran 


“We realise that practical service 
is often inadequate. We must do 
more than re-paint the homes of in- 
valids in London and clear the 
slums in Paris.” 


The militants in SCI also want the 
movement to “ give all possible help 
to war resisters” and for Western 
societies to fundamentally revise 
their economic relations with the 
“Third World ”. 


Unique Challenge ? 


IVS delegates, however, did not agree 
with the implication that SCI should 
promote demonstrations and protests. 


They took this standpoint because 
they believed the unique challenge 
of SCI is that it “consciously and 
deliberately makes its appeal to all 
who are prepared to meet on the 
common ground of giving voluntary 
service to a community in need”. 

“Once SCI departs from the field of 
service, and undertakes purely propa- 
ganda activities, we feel that in- 
evitably it must narrow its appeal to 
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those individuals who are already 
mainly in agreement with each 
other.” 

On present showing, it seems likely 
that IVS’s membership will be be- 
hind their. Chairman on this issue. 


Three of the four National Com- 
mittee members, re-elected five weeks 
back, all took a conservative line, 
saying that the movement, by its 
very nature, could not go political. 


An emergency resolution, calling for 
IVS to support the ideas of the Hasle- 
mere Declaration, failed to obtain 
the necessary two-thirds majority to 
be debated. 


More Aggressive 


Undoubtedly, however, there are 
people in IVS who would like the 
British branch to adopt a slightly 
more aggressive approach to the 
projects it undertakes. Whether this 
puts them full square with the Ger- 
mans and Italians is hard to say at 
this stage. 


Bernard Power-Canavan 


“ Industrial Democracy ” (yes, that is 
the term used!) can best be achieved 
through negotiations between efficient 
management aand_ well-organised 
unions, and a number of proposals 
(not embodied in the present 
proposed legislation) are made in 
which it is suggested that the State 
can help to make such negotiations 
possible. 


No Social Philosophy 


At All 


The White Paper even goes so far 
as to suggest that workers’ represen- 
tatives might be appointed to sit with 
the representatives of capital on the 
boards of undertakings (para 49). 
This suggestion, however, is not car- 
ried forward to the list of specific 
proposals in the appendix. 


It happens to be the most radical sug- 
gestion mentioned in the entire list 
of proposals. Such an idea—that the 
requirements of industrial democracy 
can adequately be met by seating a 
workers’ representative among the 
owners—is an indication of the con- 
tent that the word Democracy has for 
official Labour at a time when, accord- 
ing to Wedgwood Benn, “ industrial 
production and relations lie at the 
heart of the whole process of 
change ”! 

The Party cannot be tied to its 19th 
Century origins, holds Wedgwood 
Benn. Maybe not: but an essential 
part of those origins was a social 
aged a! and a statement of aims to 
be explained to the electors in seek- 
ing their support. It is not only the 
conception of Socialism, as advocated 
in the 19th Century and the earlier 
part of the 20th Century, that has 
been discarded. There is now no clear 
statement of aims to be found at all, 


CONFERENCE: “ Drugs in 
Society ”. Sunday May 11. 10.30 am 
to 5 pm. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, London WC1. Michael 
Schofield, Steve Abrams, Caroline 
Coon, Professor W. D. M. Paton. 
Admission 3s. Organised by the 
Young Members Organisation of 
the London Co-operative Society 
Ltd, 116 Notting Hill Gate, 
London W11. 


Letters 


Self Sufficiency 


I find myself rather disturbed at the 
favourable reporting by Bob Overy 
and Roger Moody in Peace News 
(April 18 and 25) of The Haslemere 
Group’s suggestions for actions 
against the sugar-beet industry in 
Europe in favour of the cane-sugar 
industry in poor ex-colonial nations. 


The basic flaw in all such “ Trade- 
not-Aid” concepts is that they can 
only result in the continuation of 
existing exploitative relationships be- 
tween the rich and poor nations, 
which originated in specialisations 
imposed on the poor nations by 
colonial rulers. 


The reason why cane-sugar could 
compete in price against beet-sugar, 
if the latter were not subsidised, is 
surely not so much because of the 
faster growth-rate in the tropics, but 
because the wages of the cane 
workers are appallingly low. 


This means that their largely muscle- 
powered labour can compete against 
the mechanised farming of the beet- 
growers, and could under-sell in 
Europe even after transport costs are 
paid. 

So it seems to me that to encourage 
the kind of one-crop economy that 
prevails in Jamaica and Mauritius, 
and in spite of the revolution, in 
Cuba, is a very short-sighted 
approach. Continual cropping of 
sugar can destroy the land, as it has 
in parts of Brazil. 


Further, one cannot live mainly on 
sugar, as the Irish could (barring 
accidents) on potatoes, so that depen- 
dence on sugar production for a 
living makes real economic indepen- 
dence very difficult. 


The necessity to find a market tends 
to put far too much’ profit into the 
hands of middle-men and landlords, 
leaving the primary producers in 
poverty. (An interesting comparison 
might be made with the poverty- 
midst-riches conditions in most oil- 
producing countries.) 


Today, most enlightened opinion is 
turning towards the concept of diver- 
sification of production, and of local 
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Coming events 


TRIBUTE TO AFRICA. Africa Freedom Day 
1969. Royal Festival Hall, Sunday May 18. 
2.30 pm. Cupid’s Inspiration. Indo-Jazz 
Fusions. Ginger Johnson’s Afro-Cuban 
Drummers. Cartoon Archetypical Slogan 
Theatre (The Trials of Horatio Muggins). 
Leon Rosselson. Trinidad Folksingers. 
Biafran Atilogwu Dancers, Tickets: from 
MCF, 313-5 Caledonian Road, London Ni. 
607 0465, Festival Hall Box Office and 
Agents, t5s. i2s 6d. ids. 7s 6d. 5s. 


Personal 


DRINGHOE GRANGE Peace Hut. Beeford, 
Driffield, Yorks, Welcomes anyone 
desirous of living together in peace under 
freely shared responsibility. 

DUREX. Gossamer 2is three dozen. 
Featherlite 13s 6d dozen, Supertrans 10s 
dozen. Personal Service, PO Box No 3, 
Horbury, Wakefield. 


INTRODUCTORY Correspondence Course 
for Esperanto, the international language 
(5s including pronunciation record). Non- 
racial and non-national. From: Workers 
Esperanto Movement. 27 Argyle Road, 
Uford, Essex. 


“T RENOUNCE WAR and I will never 
support or sanction another.” This pledge, 
signed by each member, is the basis of 
the Peace Pledge Union. Send your pledge 
to: PPU Headquarters. Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1. 


self-sufficiency in the essential needs 
of each nation and region, and away 
from extreme specialisation and 
trade. 

All nations, including Britain, that 
persist in over-specialisation and in 
balancing their essential needs 
through trade, are finding it in- 
creasingly difficult to maintain, let 
alone raise, their living standards. 
Kropotkin foresaw this and warned 
Britain 70 years ago. 


It seems clearly to be our duty today 
to warn the newly independent 
nations against continuing the 
specialisations that were imposed on 
them by exploiters. So we certainly 
ought co steer clear of actions that 
might bring temporary amelioration 
at the cost of perpetuating such 
specialisations. 


I hope The Haslemere Group will 
turn its efforts towards encouraging 
diversification and self-sufficiency in 
developing countries, using new 
approaches such as intermediate, or 
appropriate, technology, rather than 
promoting essentially negative 
actions that have little or no effect on 
the status quo. 


Roger Franklin 
Loom Cottage, 36 Loom Lane 
Radlett, Herts. 


Greek Resistance 


In his article “ Resistance in Greece ” 
(May 2) Bob Overy writes: 


“Most hopes of unseating the Greek 
Junta rest on external foreign 
pressure levering the NATO 
Colonels out of power.” 


He adds that the two strategies of the 
Junta’s opponents outside Greece 
“strive equally for foreign backing” 
—that is, they hope that America 
and the West will cut off military 
supplies, operate sanctions, and expel 
Greece from the Council of Europe 
and NATO. 


Some of the Junta’s opponents 
abroad, including myself, believe 
that even if America kicks the 
Colonels out, this does not mean the 
end of dictatorship. 


Freedom from dictatorship, fascism, 
and foreign interference can only be 
achieved by the resistance struggle 
of the Greek people themselves. 


This does not mean that we do not 


work to keep up the pressure for the 
demands Bob mentions, including 


LOCK-UP SHOP. To let, £6 per week. 
North London. Ring: Barbara 837 4473. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 152 Fortess Road, 
NW5. Interior, exterior decorating. Per- 
centage of profits to Peace News, 


POEMS FOR PEACE, Read by Ginsberg, 


Peter Orlovsky, Allen Katzman, Ed 
Sanders, etc. BR465 (52s 11d plus p/p 
Is 6d). Also a few Dutch psychedelic 


posters left. Two different designs. 3s 6d 
each post free. From: Housmans Book- 
shop. 5 Caledonian Road, London Nil, 


Publications 


FREEDOM PRESS. Publish 
monthly 2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial sub- 
scription to both for two months: 8s post 
free, From: 84B Whitechapel High Street 
(Angel Alley) London £1. 


FREETHINKER. Radical Humanist and 
Free Thought Weekly. Only 6d. Free 
Sample Copy, From: Freethinker. Dept P, 
103 Borough High Street, London SE1. 


Anarchy 


MORE THAN A DOZEN photographs of 
the Easter Demonstration, and full re- 
ports, in the May issue of ‘ Sanity’, 
CND’s monthly newspaper. Also full 
coverage of Vietnam, Greece, and 
Nuclear Weapons. is post free from: CND. 
14 Grays Inn Road, London WC1, 


RESURGENCE. Bi-monthly. 3s, £1 pa. Ex- 
Plores the basic causes of war and cur- 
rently examines dangers of centralised 
power, while seeking an alternative 
society, a ‘‘Fourth World’’ where economic 
and political units operate on a human 
scale, under the control of people, not 
“‘ opinion-engineers "’. Available from: 
Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl. 
puede from: 94 Priory Road, London 


SARVODAYA. Monthly magazine of the 
Bhoodan movement in India. Available 
from: Housmans Bookshop. 5\Caledonian 
Road, London Ni. 15s yearly, or is 6d 
(post 3d) each issue. 


Britain’s association with the Junta 
and its proposals to give it war-ships 
and other arms. 


But the main “foreign backing” we 
seek is that of the British and other 
peoples who must put democracy and 
peace before war-strategies and 
profits. 


The Greek dictatorship now being 
armed to the teeth as a NATO base, 
with its nuclear-base on Crete and its 
proposal for atomic mines along the 
northern frontier, is indeed a real 
menace to the peoples of the Middle 
East, the Balkans, and to us in Britain 
too. 


Betty Ambatielos 
6 Pearce House 
205 Junction Road, London N19. 


Middle East 


Edgar Fleming (Letters, April 25) 
fails to meet the point of my letter 
of April 4 when he once more tries 
to show that if the Arabs left 
Palestine it was their own fault, while 
the only reason that the Jews left 
their countries was because they were 
pressurised to leave by the Arabs, 


I lived for over a year in Jordan and 
Israel, and am well aware that many 
Jews living in Arab countries were 
victimised (yet many still live there 
of their own accord, and it is still 
Zionist policy to persuade them to 
come to Israel)—-as I am also aware 
that Arabs living in Israel are second- 
class citizens, and are there to live in 
peace only on sufferance. 


I met a German girl on my kibbutz 
who was in tears because the Israeli 
boys had beaten her Arab friend 
when he took her back one evening, 
and the Arabs, while being friendly 
to the Israeli Jews, know that in such 
incidents they are second best. This 
is by no means an isolated example. I 
merely quote it at first hand instead 
of from a book. 


I agree that Jews leaving Arab 
countries were not compensated: but 
nor were the Palestinians in 1948 and 
1967. I set out to show that they left 
for a number of reasons which Edgar 
Fleming cannot disprove because he 
will find them given in any full 
account of the 1948 War. 


As for arguing that there are 
records of the Palestinian Arabs be- 
ing incited to leave by their leaders, 
I can only refer Edgar Fleming to 
the press and radio recordings at the 
time of the 1948 War which have 


TRIBUNE. The leading Socialist weekly. 
Absolutely essential reading for every 
socialist, radical, and revolutionary. You 
certainly won't agree with everthing we 
say—nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their views. 
You can’t afford to be out of touch, Every 
Friday from: newsagents. Or from: 24 
St John Street, London EC1. 


WEEKLY PEOPLE. A paper of Revolu- 
tionary Socialism and Industria] Unionism. 
Special: six months for 8s. From: SLP 
POB 321, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 


THE NEW YORK REVIEW of Books. 
Amerita’s foremost literary and political 
magazine. Fortnightly. 3s 6d. Available 
from: Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Ni, 


Accommodation 
wanted 


MOTHER with 6- and 4-year-old children 
desperately seeks flat. Up to £7 per week. 
Inner London. Would baby-sit and share 
communal responsibilities. Box No 898. 


Accommodation 


vacant 


FURNISHED and unfurnished flats, rooms, 
to Jet all areas. 01-254 4144, 


GROTTY ROOM. To let, for a couple of 
months only—suit somebody hard-up, des- 
perate, and preferably hairy. Ring: 
Barbara 837 4473. 


SINGLE ROOM. With or without full 
board. Islington. Suitable for older man, 
or student looking for quiet homely 
lodging in small boarding-house. Write or 
phone: Merfyn Turner, 24 Harberton Road, 
London N19. 272 0696. 
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ben checked for such material—there 
is none there. 


It is dangerous to assert that the 
Arabs- were responsible for starting 
the 1948 War. If you accept the idea 
that “he who strikes first starts the 
war”, then you must accept that 
Israel began the June War of 1967— 
and I am sure that Edgar Fleming 
does not accept that. Wars have many 
reasons for commencing, and the 
notion of a Just War and a Preven- 
tive War are used by Arabs and 
Israelis alike, irrespective of who 
struck first. 

You cannot build trust while you re- 
fuse to recognise past wrongs on both 
sides. Our aim is to strengthen those 
links that can form the basis for a 
true and lasting peace, not an imposed 
solution through military force or by 
a dictat of the Great Powers. 


Peter Jones 
81 Selwyn Road, Birmingham 16. 


‘p; ’ 
Big Speeches 
Peter Porteous (Letters, April 25) is 
a professional actor, and so has my 
admiration and envy. 
My point in ‘Something To Look 
Forward To” was that “big 
speeches” are out of place in docu- 
mentary-cum-improvisatory shows 
like US and Looking Forward to 1942. 
There was such a speech, for example, 
in the second part of US where the 
audience was supposed to be exam- 
ining its own reaction to Vietnam. 
I, for one, got more engrossed in 
Glenda Jackson’s breath control and 
obtrusive technique, and ended up 
hating it... 
Would this phoney speech have been 
included if she had not been avail- 
able? 
Porteous’s War Requiem analogy is 
out of context. The theatre I was 
writing about is more analogous to 
jazz. 
Anyway, I think Albert Hunt’s group 
can read, and they can certainly “per- 
form”. I hope Peter Porteous will 
get a chance to see them some day. 


Arthur Arnold 

2 Coliege Close 

Bottisham, Cambridgeshire. 
Letters—preferably short 
or they may be cut—must 
arrive at Peace News by 
first post Monday.—Eds. 


Situations vacant 


INTERNATIONAL Friendship House, 
Buckeburg, Germany (peace-workers train- 
ing centre). Seeks volunteer Secretary, 
also able to help with courses. Free main- 
tenance, DM 60 per month pocket-money. 
Further details from: John Towler, 77 
Bampton Road, London SE23, 


Wanted 

BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Place, London SW13. PRO 
7254, 


For sale 


FXOTIC African materials and ready- 
made clothes. Good quality, 01-254 4144. 


HOUSMANS Peace Buttons, Twelve differ: 
ent. 5s per dozen Twelve larae 4. tg 
buttons 12s. £4. Yost free UK, abroad add 
is per dozen. From: Housmans Bookshop. 
5 Caledonian Road, London Nl, 


JOAN BAEZ. On Vanguard. ‘‘ All My 
Trels.” ‘ Geordie.’’ ‘‘ Plaisir d'Amour.”’ 
And mare. SVXL100 14s 6a (p/p is). 


From: Housn:29s Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N:,. 


Cinema 


FORBIDDEN FILM FESTIVAL, Exclusively 
for members of New Cinema Club. 122 
Wardour Street, London Wl. (734 5888: 
membership 25s.) Corman’s ‘‘ The Trip’ 
and ‘‘ Wild Angels ’’, and Robbe Grillet's 
‘* Trans-Europe Express '. Plus new season. 
Plus repeats of ‘‘ Weekend’’, ‘' Chelsea 
Girls ’’, ‘‘ Relativity’, and ‘‘ Echoes of 
Silence ’’, Plus new all-night underground 
orgy. And much more. Free illustrated 
programme available now. 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London Ni 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
Available on order from all newsagents. 


Sr 
Cn | 


From a selfish point of view, last 
week’s May Day Strike was an 
ideal combination. 


There were enough people taking 
the day off in protest at the 
Government’s pending anti-strike 
legislation to give a bit of colour 
and company, and enough people 
at work to make me appreciate 
the fact that I wasn’t, and to keep 
the buses running and the shops 
open. 


* *% * 


The big Communist-Party-backed 
march via London’s West End, 
which reached 15,000, was impres- 
sive—while it kept moving. 

I know 15,000 in a city of 10 
million would be laughable in 
virtually every other country, but 
you have to make allowances for 
the English. 


And it was impressive, with all 
those heraldic union lodge ban- 
ners, and that extraordinary 
arrangement of the Internationale 
played by the band at the head. 
More like July 12 in Belfast than 
anything else. 


* * * 


Which perhaps makes it appro- 
priate enough that Bernadette 
Devlin MP was first brusquely 
ordered out of the march, and 
then refused permission to speak 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


at the final dispiriting rally in 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

“We don’t want any MPs, this is 
a workers’ march ” was the initial 
excuse. Not a _ bad _ principle 
either, you well might think— 
except that the second speaker 
to climb on the platform was 
Stan Newens MP. 


By this time the excuse had 
turned to: ‘‘ We arranged all the 
speakers on Sunday, and Miss 
Devlin never asked at that time.” 
* * * 
Far more enjoyable was _ the 
march which started an hour 
later from Tower Hill to Victoria 
Park in East London. The shame 
was that only a few hundred went 
on it. 


(Many of those who had planned 
to take part had been trapped, 
tricked, and enticed into joining 
the CP-backed one.) 


It even had some pond speeches 
at the end, in addition to beat 
groups and an Agit-Prop play 
and puppet-show. 

But the climax for me came when 
a very drunk left-wing Alf- 
Garnett figure climbed  un- 
steadily onto the open-air stage, 
and began to give out a boister- 
ously anti-feminist attack on 
Barbara Castle. 


“A bloody woman—it’s a sin, a 
woman in the Cabinet. Telling us 
what to do. She’s just frustrated, 
bloody frustrated, and taking it 
out on us.” 
* * * 

Just as assorted women through- 
out the audience were starting to 
rise in fury, there was an inter- 
ruption. 

From over the horizon came a 
huge, bus-sized orange balloon, 
rolling along the ground in front 
of a horde of freaked-out people. 


Through the open-air auditorium 
it came, over the chairs, over the 
audience, everyone joining in, all 
politics forgotten for the moment. 


* * * 
And the Alf Garnett? He caught 
the spirit, abandoned his speech, 
and broke into a song-and-dance. 


How about “Here we go gather- 
ing Nuts in May” as a revolu- 
tionary song? Because it is, 
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As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in. To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers 
(and secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified 
or displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News 


for -your advertised meeting: Sale or 
Return, From Circulation Department, 
5 Caledonian Road, Nl. 


9 May Friday 


BIRMINGHAM 5. 8 pm. ‘“ Birmingham 
Arms '’"—Moat Row. Salutation Stomp. 
Jazz Club. All proceeds to ‘CND. 
CAMBORNE. 42 Pendarves Street, Beacon. 
Cornwall Anarchists. Monthly meeting. 
SOUTHALL. 8 pm. ‘‘ White Hart '’—Ux- 
bridge Road (opposite Bowling Alley). 
Folk, jazz, blues club. Freeman Syndicate. 


10 May Saturday 


BRISTOL. Mornings. Queens Road. On sale 
Peace News and peace literature. Helpers 
welcome. Chris Shellard. 


LONDON E3. 8 pm. St Paul’s Vicarage, 
Leopold Street, Bow Common (Mile End 
tube). Christian Anarchists. 


OXFORD. 4.30 to 6.30 pm, 8 to 10 pm. 
Union Debating Hall. Teach-in on Biafra. 
Oxford Stop Arms Committee, 


12 May Monday 


LONDON W111. 7 pm. Fiat 4, 88 Clarendon 
Road. Notting Hill Anarchists. 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm, 58 High Lane, Chorl- 
ton. Discussion, local activity. Tel: 
061-881 1788. 


13 May Tuesday 


LONDON SE9. 8 pm. 49 Green Lane, New 
Elton. Alun Edwards BA: ‘‘ How the 
Fellowship Party can help Britain ’'. Dis- 
cussion. 


14 May Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The ‘Crescent, King 
Street. Leicester Project. Libertarian peace 
action and discussion. 


LONDON. 7.30 pm. House of Commons. 
Committee Room booked by Frank Allaun. 
‘* NATO and Peace in Europe ''. Speakers: 
Richard Briginshaw, SOGAT. Lord Brock- 
way. Stan Newens MP. LPF/MCF, 


LONDON N6. 8 pm. Union Church Hall, 
Pond Square. ‘‘ What is a Political Poem? ”’ 
Poetry and discussion. Roger Barnard. Len 
Grant. Keith Bosley. Peter Robbins. Dinah 
Livingstone. Leo Aylen. Rev Richard 
Harries. 


LONDON NWi. 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity 
Theatre, Goldington Crescent, Folk Club. 
Bar, singers welcome. Silver collection. 


LONDON WI11. 8 pm. The Crypt, 242 Lan- 
caster Road. Music/poetry theatre with 
audience participation, Admission 2s 6d. 


MANCHESTER, University Union, Oxford 
Road. Manchester Squatters Campaign 
meeting. 


15 May Thursday 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. 
‘The Freedom Folk '’—folksong, ballads, 
blues, and poetry. 


LONDON. 7 pm. The Crypt, St Martin-in- 
the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, ‘‘ The Altern- 
ative Society ’’—a discussion led by 
Barnaby Martin. London School of Non- 
Violence. 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
General Meeting. CBW Action Group. 


17 May Saturday 


LONDON Wil. 2.30 pm. Colville Gardens 
(Notting Hill or Ladbroke Grove tubes). 
Demonstration to expose bad housing and 
to stress the alternative. Conducted tour 
of area with revealing exposures. Notting 
Hill Squatters and People’s Association. 


18 May Sunday 


LONDON. 2.30 pm. Royal Festival Hall. 
Tribute to Africa. Africa Freedom Day 
event. Cupid’s Inspiration. CAST. Ginger 
Johnson’s Drummers. Leon  Rosselson. 
Indo-Jazz Fusions. Biafra Dancers. Trini- 
dad Folk Singers. Tickets from: MCF, 
313-5 Caledonian Road, London Ni. 


You can hold yourself back from the sufferings of the world: this is something you are free to do 
for it is in accord with your nature. But perhaps precisely this holding back is the only suffering 


that you might be able to avoid. 


FRANZ KAFKA 
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India 
hit by 
severe 
lack of 
water 


INDIA: Village 
farmers dig deep 
into the wells in a 
desperate search 
for water. This is a 
typical scene in the 
State of Madras, 
which is currently 
experiencing one of 
its worst droughts 
in history, where 
many villagers get 
their water supply 
from large wells. 
Most of these have 
now gone 


completely dry. 


